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Heritage Language Maintenance in Korean-Chinese Families in
Japan:
A Comparative Study of Three Families Attending a Public School, a Chinese
School, and an International School

Cai Guanghua
Tokyo Gakugei University United Graduate School of Education

Abstract: This study examines how Family Language Policy (FLP) is formed in Korean-
Chinese families in Japan and how it affects school choice and children’s language
development. Interviews with three families showed that home language use is strongly
tied to parents’ linguistic resources, while decisions about educational investment reflect
parents’ language ideologies. The FLPs were classified into three types—home-centered,
school-dependent, and hybrid—each producing different patterns of language
development. Heritage language maintenance was supported by parents’ multilingual
competence, opportunities for language use, and children’s autonomous learning. Overall,
the findings indicate that FLP is shaped by parents’ linguistic resources and language
ideologies, guiding children's multilingual development.

Keywords: Family Language Policy (FLP), heritage language, Korean-Chinese
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