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Differences in Parental Educational Strategies in Inland China
— A Comparative Study of County Seat and Rural Areas in L County, S City,
Henan Province —

REN MENGYUAN
Graduate School of Human and Socio-Environmental Studies
Kanazawa university

Abstract: This study aims to clarify the differences in parental educational strategies
between families living in county seats (referred to as xiancheng) and rural areas. Based
on this analysis, we want to gain a clearer understanding of the current state of educational
inequality between county seats and rural areas. To this end, semi-structured interviews
were conducted with the mothers or fathers of six families from county seats and six
families from rural areas. The analysis revealed that parental educational strategies differ
significantly between county seats families and rural families. In particular, serious
disparities were identified in the acquisition and application of parenting skills and
knowledge, educational information, school selection (public vs. private) and the way
leisure time is spent. Based on these findings, the study further discusses four major
factors contributing to the divergence in educational strategies: parents’ educational
attainment, household income, parental social networks, and place of residence. In other
words, while parents living in the county seat are able to align their intentional educational
efforts with the unintentional aspects of their daily living environment, but rural parents
can not.

Keywords: Parental educational strategies, Comparison between county seats and rural
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BENT, LIAN, A F 2=, NLITERMBEZTETT A2 FRA N o
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WCITBNEFRBOEESEZRA0, EFRBRCONETE2HE 2R~ 5 2T,
AlD > THBKHEETEDORNZEZ L O LT 27N RN (23), 7o, RF¥EZEBRO
PAEFIN D, oy N TR - ST AERAE TR0 K - RN T 55
FAZ DB ZEINTZ0 LTWBE B W (Z6), ZAUTK L. BEA OB 0 s
HEH WO HBHERZ AN THLZERZEE L2 (N1, N2), REBRZICHDTE
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F &b OB ETRICONWT, A VX Ea—0fED 200 LIZkE R, B & Bio+
&b ORERE IR TS e > T,
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FIZA BV — hE AR, BEEE, BEHERICES> TV, I3 IIEBICTary F—#H=, 7

87



The Journal of East Asian Educational Research Issue No.20

ETOFELNBRARICSMUERBRNH D (21, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76 K1), Zhic
SU, BEBATIEZ6MOFEED I L, BRHARICESTZZENHLFELITEH LW
VN (N1, N4, N6 R 3B), F7o, FEBDEKET 2 TSN L 7 BREE B DO H 4 BRIk A=
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