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Review of the Innovation School Policy in Korea and its perspective
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Abstract: This paper aims to compare the perspectives on teachers in the Innovation
School Policy in Korea with that of teachers in the national educational reform through
literature research, and to analyze how the views were formed. In recent years, education
reform in Korea has been marketed through neoliberal education reform, as represented
by 5.31 education reform in 1995. As a result, teachers' groups began to oppose the reform,
feeling the crisis in the functions and roles of public education. In2009, the Innovation
School Policy aimed at restoring the value of public education, which was damaged by
neoliberal education reform, was enacted by the Gyeonggi Provincial Office of Education.
The Innovation School Policy is based on the teachers' movement, which achieved school
innovation through the initiative and professionalism of teachers, supports the
development of teachers' professionalism. The Innovation School Policy based on the
perspective on teachers that respect the spontaneity and teachers' professionalism has
been implemented as a policy in combination with political power (Superintendent of
Education, Office of Education). In this respect, The Innovation School Policy has
significance as an example of the influence and effectiveness of perspective on teachers
on education policy.
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