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School Reform in East Asia in the Global Era

Masamichi Ueno
Department of Education, Faculty of Literature, Daito Bunka University

Abstract: In the era of globalization, the situation surrounding schools is drastically
changing. In East Asian countries including Japan, a new trend of school reform is
prevailing which plans to introduce lesson study on the basis of the concepts of learning.
Transformation of the society of the 21st century oriented by knowledge-based society,
information society, recycling-oriented society, multicultural society and aging society
proceeds to cross the borders of nations and advance on a global scale. Facing the
advancement, professionalization, complication, border-crossing of knowledge, it is
emphasized to educate students’ inquiry-based, creative, critical, collaborative and
participative thinking; problem-solving, communication and social practical skills in
schools. This paper clarifies how we could design school reform, and reconstruct the
concepts of learning and school education in East Asia in the era of globalization.
Keywords: School Reform; curriculum; Learning; East Asia; Globalization
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