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US Higher Education Accreditation’s Accountability Response

Hong-Yan Song
Higher Education Research Institute, Northwest University of Political Science and Law

Abstract: Accreditation is a traditional form of higher education institutions’ quality
assurance in US. It has prominent characteristics, such as being the self-regulation
mechanism of higher education, being the threshold standard of higher education
quality, being committed to university missions and diverse development. Playing the
key role as higher education accreditation, the Council of Higher Education
Accreditation is significant in higher education quality assurance in US. Under the
pressure of accountability, the accreditation community constantly confronts with the
challenges from higher education development itself and federal government
administration, and it also makes active responses to the challenges, in ways of
promoting agreement by constant dialogues, paying more attention to students learning
result and providing more transparent information. The accreditation community §
response to accountability will shape significantly the relationship between higher
education and the government, and between accreditation organizations and higher
education administration.
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