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Abstract: Since the early 2000s, the Korean college entrance system has mostly relied on
multidimensional and qualitative selection, such as the admission office system. But, in
recent years, public opinion and educational policy have shifted to quantitative selection
through College Scholastic Ability Test (CSAT).

This study examines the typology of 'criticism of the college entrance system' in Korean
society, using a quantitative text analysis of editorials in major Korean newspapers
between 1990 and 2021.The main finding is as follows.

First, after 2003, when the multidimensional and qualitative selection became mainstream,
criticism of the ‘competition’ and ‘credentialism’in the entrance examination had faded.
Second, since 2013, criticism of multidimensional and qualitative selection: ‘selection
function’, ‘fairness’, and ‘objectivity” have emerged, and public opinion and education
policies are moving back to conventional selection through the CSAT.
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