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New Developments in Parent Education Policy in South Korea:
Focusing on the 2025 Master Plan for Parent Policy and School
Cooperation Competency

Jiwon Shin Masafumi Obinata
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Abstract: This paper examines recent developments in parent education policy in South Korea and
considers their implications for Japan in light of the shared challenge of parental participation in
schools. Specifically, it outlines the 2025 Master Plan for Parent Policy and examines the content
and positioning of parent education in guidebooks based on this plan. The analysis shows a shift
from policies emphasizing the quantitative expansion of parental participation to those emphasiz-
ing the systematic formation of parental competencies. In particular, school cooperation compe-
tency occupies a central place. The guidebooks further show that, while parents’ rights are only
weakly articulated, educational cooperation with teachers and the protection of educational activ-
ities are consistently emphasized, and even the mode of participation itself is incorporated into the
content of learning. Based on the above, the South Korean case serves as a reference point for
examining the positioning of parental rights and the possibilities and limits of state involvement
when considering parent participation in Japan.

Keywords: parent education, school participation, Korean education policy, Japan-Korea com-

parison, parent competency
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