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Shadow Education Experiences as Learning Capital:
Use Histories and Accumulation in Japan

Tatsuya Fujimura
Faculty of Letters
Nara Women's University

Abstract: This study examines whether experiences of shadow education accumulate across school
stages. It analyzes transitions in the use of shadow education at three points: sixth grade, ninth
grade, and twelfth grade. The study classifies shadow education use into five categories: no use,
Juku/preparatory schools, private tutoring, correspondence courses, and multiple use. It first de-
scribes transitions across school stages and then estimates multinomial logistic regression models
to examine whether prior use predicts later use, net of gender, age, academic performance, school
experience, and family background. The results show that prior use strongly predicts later use of
the same type, especially from sixth to ninth grade. They also show movement from private tutoring,
correspondence courses, and multiple use toward juku/preparatory schools in ninth grade. From
ninth to twelfth grade, discontinuation becomes more common, although prior use still predicts
later use. These findings suggest that shadow education experiences accumulate, but through
stage-specific expansion, convergence, and discontinuation rather than simple continuity.
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