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Rethinking the Sexual Identity of Gay Men
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Abstract: This study reexamines the formation of male homosexual identity by focusing
on the case of gay men in China, aiming to explore both the limitations of traditional
theories of homosexual identity and possibilities for new conceptualizations. In this paper,
I propose three new modes of understanding homosexual identity that deviate from
conventional frameworks. Firstly, I discuss the potential and necessity of conceptualizing
"affinity" as an integral part of sexual identity. Additionally, I argue for the need for a
pluralistic and constructivist approach that moves beyond the traditional "integration
hypothesis" of homosexual identity formation. Finally, this study questions the validity of
the '"integration hypothesis” in the context of gay male identity formation and
underscores the importance of understanding identity as recursive rather than fixed and
universal. As societal structures shift, giving rise to ontological insecurity, there remains
an inclination towards seeking a unified identity as a strategy to cope. This study
discusses this inclination along with the potential for a recursive, context-dependent
conception of identity.
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WRDFMEEZOT AT T 47 4 TERICET 25880 T, TRMEEE BN EES
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D BYEREEFICET DN L, 20 ITBEREER O AN EE T35
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LCLEELRNERR TS, R— I AN ST =L RIS, TAT T 4T 4 % [
O] OF v RAEEHEL, TAT T AT AU TFTOIITERL TS, [FL
X IT7AToT 47 4) LVWHIEEE, IR, BEDKREWVWIERTHE-TW S,
SOFD ., [FEONT] L2 L3 RA, GBUVNTIRARA, FEOFTHOLASHERE L
TOLNONESGINCHEANL S LT AETHEM - ER L. EERMEEZAEL.
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L#L\:n%@ﬁ%mﬁbf%m%ﬁﬁffé Bz E, H#E (2020) 1. TA T
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%L%hfwﬁw&%%bfwéoﬁﬁ%%rﬁ&i\ﬁkﬂaa@ff%747/r
4T ANTDNTIRNWAZ R R E | AR BRI 5 ANl EME B L7z B
WK C DA IR L TH D, BIRHESICB W T AT U T AT A DREEXZTET
FEMENED SH T, BAD B OFEEICHEE 2/ T, ANEERRIICE N D,
ZDD, MEWNT AT T 47 4 1JMEARE L TEANDTFERIRLZ 2 BT 5 T &
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