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Formation of Educational Expectations among Junior High
School Students in China: With Reference to Junior High School
Students in Japan

Yuan Yuan
Graduate School of Social Studies
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Abstract: This study examines the formation of educational expectations among junior high school
students in China, focusing on school characteristics and referring to the Japanese case. Using
CEPS and TIMSS data, this study conducts multilevel analyses. The results show that between-
school differences in academic achievement are larger in China than in Japan, and that the asso-
ciation between socioeconomic background and achievement appears more strongly as differences
between schools. Regarding educational expectations, both countries show a common pattern:
family SES, students’academic achievement, school-average achievement, and school SES all have
significant positive effects. In China, however, school-level variables have stronger effects than
student-level variables, indicating that school characteristics play an important role in shaping
students’ educational expectations. These findings suggest that, even under the apparently egali-
tarian principle of jiujin ruxue (nearby school enrollment), between-school disparities in China
have not been eliminated, and junior high schools in the compulsory education stage may serve as
an important site for the reproduction and expansion of educational inequality.

Keywords: educational expectations, between-school disparities, Japan-China comparison
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