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Parental Educational Expectations with High School
Students in Poor Inland China
-Taking J County of Jiangxi Province as Example-

LIU HUI
Graduate Student, Chou university

Abstract: In this paper, parental educational expectations of their children's location
choice of higher education and concerning reasons were examined by using data from
interviews with parents of high school students in J County, a poor inland region of
China. It was found that social capital affects parental educational expectations. The
findings were summarized as follows: Firstly, it is obvious that living in urban or rural
areas and classes influence parental educational expectations. Secondly, as a reason
for the formation of parental educational expectations for the location choice of higher
education, it is apparent that social capital, such as information, and connections
generated from family networks, influenced parental educational expectations. Thirdly,
social capital outside families such as parent-to-parent networks and parent-to-teacher
networks has been found to enhance parental educational expectations.

Keywords: high school students, high education, parental educational expectations,
social capital
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