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The ""circumvention education strategy’* in modern Korean society

Education view and strategy of university graduate mothers

Ryu Hwangseok
Grraduate school of education
University of Tokyo

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to examine the educational views and strategies of
university graduate mothers living in modern Korean society. The 12 mothers surveyed
entered universities or colleges in the 2000s when higher education became universal in
Korea. An analysis of interview data showed that mothers' personal experiences in
education and employment indicated their educational views and strategies. (1) There is
a negative view on the existing "study for entrance examination", while a positive view on
achievement of educational attainment. (2) Educational strategies such as "English™ and
"reading" are clearly supported as alternatives. And (3) "English" and "reading" are also
recognized to be effective in acquiring academic credentials. In conclusion, these
educational strategies can be viewed as a "circumvention education strategy" that aim to
avoid the stress of the existing "study for entrance examination" that they have passed
through, while at the same time, realizing and aiming the educational value which is still
recognized as important in Korean society.

Keywords: Korean society, study for entrance examination, credentialism, educational
strategy, stress.
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