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International Comparison of the Images of Educational Thinkers:
Professionalism of Teachers and Reforms of Teacher Education
Course

Kayo Fujii Masamichi Ueno
Yokohama National University Daito Bunka University

Abstract: The aim of this paper is to compare understandings of modern
educational thinkers of western countries. Faced with globalization and
knowledge-based society, professionalization of teachers has been highly
demanded and reforms for teacher education courses in universities have
been promoted in Japan. It is encouraged to build the image of the teacher
who 1s “the expert on learning” along with the reforms for “active learning,”
‘curriculum that is open to the society,” and ‘community schools.” We will
compare how educational thoughts are discussed in the undergraduate
student classes majoring in teacher education in Germany; Italy, Spain, and
China by considering the acceptances of educational thinkers such as John
Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Johann Friedrich Herbart, John Dewey;,
Maria Montessori, Ludwig Wittgenstein, Sigmund Freud, and Jiirgen
Habermas.

Keywords: educational thinkers, teacher education, professionalism of teachers, principle
of education, competence
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Questionnaire

We are engaged in a research entitled "International Comparison of the Image of Educational
Thinkers" subsidized by Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research, Japan Society for the Promotion
of Science (JSPS). The aim of our research is to compare understandings and interpretations
of modern educational thinkers of western countries. We will compare how educational
thoughts are discussed in the undergraduate student classes majoring in teacher education in
the U.S., European countries, China and Japan by considering the acceptances of educational
thinkers such as John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Johann Friedrich Herbart, John Dewey,
Maria Montessori, Ludwig Josef Johann Wittgenstein, Sigmund Freud, and Jirgen Habermas.
We would like to research if these thinkers are taught or not in university classes and how they
are being discussed in education courses and in teachers' licensure examinations. Through this
comparative research, we would like to study how the thoughts of these educational thinkers
are taught in classes and how they are understood by the students in order to obtain a
perspective that would contribute in clarifying the structures of modern educational thoughts.


http://www.mext.go.jp/b_menu/shingi/chukyo/chukyo3/002/siryo/__icsFiles/afieldfile/2017/07/20/1387656_08.pdf
http://www.mext.go.jp/b_menu/shingi/chukyo/chukyo3/002/siryo/__icsFiles/afieldfile/2017/07/20/1387656_08.pdf

Kindly answer the following questionnaire to the best of your ability.

Name:
Country:
Your University:

(1) What is the name of the class you are teaching in your university? Is your class related with
teacher’s licenses in your country?

(2) Please identify the textbook (author, title, publisher, and year of publication) that you are
using in your class at the university. Please name a popular textbook for Philosophy of
Education (including Educational Theory, Theory of Learning and so on) in your country.

(3) In the textbook(s) you have identified in Question number one (1), were the following
Thinkers discussed? Please check the box before the name of each thinker that was discussed
in your textbook.

) John Locke

) Jean-Jacques Rousseau

) Johann Friedrich Herbart

) John Dewey

) Maria Montessori

) Ludwig Josef Johann Wittgenstein
) Sigmund Freud

) Jiirgen Habermas

AN AN AN AN AN AN AN AN

(4) Do you teach the educational thoughts of Locke, Rousseau, Dewey, Montessori, Wittgenstein,
Freud and Habermas in your university classes? If you talk about these thoughts, how do you
explain them? How do you distinguish between modern and postmodern thoughts?

John Locke:

Jean-Jacques Rousseau:

Johann Friedrich Herbart:

John Dewey:

Maria Montessori:

Ludwig Josef Johann Wittgenstein:
Sigmund Freud:

Jurgen Habermas:

(5) Are the educational thoughts of Locke, Rousseau, Dewey, Montessori, Wittgenstein, Freud
and Habermas discussed in the Licensure Exam for Teachers? Are they introduced in the
textbooks for teacher education? If they are taken up, how are they introduced?

For instance, John Dewey’s philosophy of education is taught in Japan as follows:

John Dewey is an advocate of child-centered education who established Chicago Laboratory
School in 1896. His works include School and Society, Child and Curriculum, How We Think,
Democracy and Education and Experience and Education. He stressed the importance of
learning by doing. Dewey’s thoughts influenced the Project Method of Kilpatrick, Dalton Plan
of Helen Parkhurst and so on.

John Locke:

Jean-Jacques Rousseau:
Johann Friedrich Herbart:
John Dewey:

Maria Montessori:



Ludwig Josef Johann Wittgenstein:
Sigmund Freud:
Jirgen Habermas:



