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Graduate School Enrollment Choices of Contemporary Chinese
University Students
—A Study Based on an Online Survey—

Siyuan Chen

Graduate school of education Sophia University

Abstract: This study focuses on the recent boom in graduate school enrollment in China
and aims to clarify the characteristics of students who aspire to pursue graduate
education. In particular, it compares the mechanisms that influence preferences for
employment, domestic and overseas graduate study. An online questionnaire survey was
conducted among undergraduate students enrolled in universities across China, enabling
an analysis that captures broad aspects of China's unique social structures. The findings
show that the intention to pursue domestic graduate education is closely related to
students’ academic performance, with high-achieving students more inclined to continue
their studies. The influence of family background appears relatively limited. However,
regional disparities persist, as students from western regions—where economic and
educational development lags—show weaker graduate school aspirations. In contrast,
aspirations to study abroad are strongly shaped by socioeconomic status, reflecting the
impact of social stratification. These results suggest that, despite the apparent increase
in educational ambition under the expansion of graduate education in China, structural
inequalities in access to educational opportunities remain.

Keywords: Graduate school admission, Hierarchical background, China
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