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Abstract: School district management is the main trend of the current reform of the
governance system in compulsory education in China. Its purpose is to promote the
balanced development of compulsory education and alleviate the hot school-choosing.
There are four main modes of school district reform, namely, central-school mode, co-
operative mode, school-union mode and community mode, which play a positive role in
promoting the balanced allocation of high-quality educational resources in compulsory
education and ensuring educational equity. However, in practice, because of regional
differences it still faces many contradictions and problems, including the vague definition
of rights and responsibilities of school districts, the trend of administrative management
of school districts, the tendency of homogenization of schools in a school district, little
attention to schools’ endogenous development ability, and low enthusiasm of social
participation in school districts. In the future, the reform of school districts in China needs
to further standardize the management of school districts and highlight its function of
modern governance;
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