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Untranslatable Alternative Education
— Case Study of the Jecheon Gandhi School in South Korea—

Asuka TAMURA

Graduate School of Humanities, Department of Behavioral Social Sciences
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Abstract: This study investigates the significance of alternative education in the context
of the growing qualitative orientation of public education, using the case of the
unaccredited Jecheon Gandhi School in South Korea. Previous research has framed South
Korean alternative schools as counterpoints to the mainstream system and as models
embodying distinct educational values. In recent years, however, public education in
Korea has increasingly shifted toward qualitative considerations beyond exam scores,
resulting in a gradual blurring of the boundaries between alternative and public
education. Within this context, this paper examines the role of Jecheon Gandhi School in
preserving its identity as an 'other'—a critical stance that challenges mainstream societal
values—while rejecting the external 'audit’ imposed by those seeking to evaluate it
through conventional frameworks.
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