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How Personal Experience with Supplementary Education Shapes
Parental Orientations Toward Educational Investment

Tatsuya Fujimura
Faculty of Letters
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Abstract: Extensive research has shown that the use of private supplementary tutoring—
such as juku, yobiko, private tutoring, and correspondence course—shapes students’
educational attainment. Accordingly, attention has been paid to the factors that influence
parents’ decisions to engage their children in such forms of education. This study draws
on secondary analysis of social survey data to explain why adults’ own experiences with
private supplementary tutoring increase their inclination to endorse and invest in their
children s participation in these services. The analysis reveals that individuals who used
private supplementary tutoring in contexts where such participation was widespread tend
to perceive private supplementary tutoring as a basic necessity. This perception, in turn,
heightens their willingness to invest in their children’s use of private supplementary
tutoring.
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