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The Evolution of the Standards for Women in the Late
Qing Dynasty

Wei HE
School of Foreign Languages, East China University of Science and Technology

Abstract : Around the late Qing Dynasty, the rise of movements, such as ‘anti-foot-binding’
and ‘establishing women schools’, marked the transformation of the standards for women.
In that case, what kind of historical process had the transformation undergone
specifically? Where did the social power, which promoted the realization of that
transformation, come from? According to this research, some conclusions can be drawn
as follows: the suspicion about the custom of foot- binding and the support for women
school by the western missionaries ushered in the transformation. Then, with the active
support of the reformists, the revolutionaries and the enlightened gentry, a upsurge of
‘anti-foot-binding’and’ establishing women schools’ had appeared. The government of the
Qing Dynasty approved and institutionalized the school education of women, which
boosted the development of women schools to gain the orthodox position and the rights
of making their own decisions.The education of modern school, replacing foot-binding,
has become a new criterion for “the beauty of female”. Although behind the rise of the
modern education of women, there were the political intentions of saving the nation from
subjugation and ensuring its survival,that rise, which made it possible for women to take
part in the public affairs, had a profound influence on remolding the life of women.
Keywords: the late Qing Dynasty; the modern education ofwomen; foot-binding; foot-
binding; the standards for women;enlightenment discourse
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