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A Comparative Study on the Significance of Childcare Experience
among Male Teachers in Japan and Korea
— Insights from Interviews and Cross-National Teacher Dialogues—
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Abstract: This study explores the significance and challenges of childcare experiences
for male teachers in Japan and Korea, focusing on how such experiences relate to their
professional identity. Based on individual interviews and cross-national dialogues, three
key findings emerged: (1) Despite challenges, engaging in childcare positively
influenced teachers’ understanding of students, parents, and colleagues, (2) In response
to increasingly individualistic parental attitudes, teachers developed context-specific
strategies to support students, and (3) Institutional and workplace conditions differed
between countries, prompting mutual awareness and learning. As paternal involvement
in schools increases, further discussion is needed on how to build constructive teacher—
parent relationships, with school organizations also taken into account.

Keywords: Fatherhood experience of male teachers, Teacher professionality, Teacher—
parent relationships, Japan—Korea comparison, Dialogue
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