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Reconstruction of quantitative and qualitative values in John
Dewey’s science of education
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Abstract: This paper considers how quantitative and qualitative values are integrated in
Dewey s science of education. He formulated a radically different vision of how education
could be transformed into science, compared with the major thinkers represented in the
Educational Measurement Movement in the 1910s and 1920s.

This paper firstly compares Dewey's view with that of Edward Thorndike and
Charles Judd. Then it examines how his view is constructed in Progressive Education and
the Science of Education (1928) and The Sources of a Science of Education (1929) by
pointing out essential characteristics. In this context, his contemporary writings are also
referenced, such as Experience and Nature (1925) and Qualitative Thoughts (1930).
These considerations illuminate his vision of the interrelation between quantitative and
qualitative values that is continuously integrated into his works of art, aesthetic and
religious, as well as his theory of inquiry in the 1930s.
Key Words: John Dewey; science of education; intelligence; quantitative values;
gualitative values
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